
Pony Express Newsletter
January - Happy New Year

Upcoming AUTO Events:
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VMC general meeting February
11 at Miller’s.

Santa Anita Race Track March 13

Poker Run in April (TBD)

Van Nuys Blvd. Cruise Night
starting at Rydell Cheverolet 2nd
Wednesday of each month
starting at 6:00.

Friday nights at Bob’s Big Boy in
Burbank and Northridge.

Sunday Mornings at the Topanga
Westfield Promenade 7:00-10:00

Check out this website for events
http://www.socalcarculture.com/events.html

Super Car Sundays are Back!!

New type of Tires

Super Car Sunday is now in Woodland Hills at the Topanga Westfield
Promenade Mall at Topanga Canyon Blvd. and Erwin Street. Starts at
7:00 AM and lasts to 10:00 AM. Free coffee for those who participate.
Below are some photos from the first two events. Over 100 cars each!!

Below are a few pictures of a new type of “Airless” tires being developed
in the South Carolina Michelin tire plant. Photos and story was sent to
me by Don Donnelly.

Message from Jim (DABEEST) Foster, President, 2010;
Well, we had our first meeting of the year on the 14th (whew). The meeting went well. We now have our
annual Car Show chairman, Ted Poliskey, to lead us to yet another great show. I encourage you all to help
him as much as you can to ensure it’s success.

Http://www.valleymustangclub.com • A MCA Regional Chartered club • Phone: (818) 618-2136



January Feature car: 1971 Red Convertable
Don Donnelly’s - 1971 Convertable

One afternoon, in 1983, I was in Westlake, CA looking at a "For Sale By Owner" parked car. I hadn't seen a car
like it before. It was a 1971 Mustang convertible. I had seen some of the Mach 1's of that body style and a lot of
the coupes, but the rag top was different.

I really liked its lines. I walked up and looked it over. The sign read, "1971 Mustang - $3,250.00 obo". I was
about to leave, but a couple drove up and went to the car and were looking at it ... they even opened the door. I
wished I had known the door wasn't locked. I commented, "It sure looks nice, doesn't it?" They replied, "Yes,
we like it."

It turned out it was their car and they were picking it up to take home. They said that the original owner was a
local attorney's wife (their friends) and it was going to be traded in for a new car. They bought it from them as
an investment car. The wife wanted a spa and the husband said it's either the Mustang or the Spa.

She won and I offered $3,000.00. They said they hadn't been home to check their messages yet. I said, "How
about I call you later and come by for a test ride." You can check your messages in the meantime. It was agreed.

Later, I drove it, repeated my offer and they rejected it. I bought it that night, for $3,250.00!

It was a horrible "peanut butter" color ... Ford called it "medium metallic bronze". The top and interior was
black. The test drive wasn't long enough to discover that handling was so poor I could barely keep it in the lane
of the freeway. I finally got it painted 1988 Cadillac Allante Red Clear Coat. After paying for three front end
suspensions, the fourth time was a charm.

Today, it is the same beautiful red color, custom interior of red perforated inserts on the black upholstery with
black Mustangs embroidered into the black headrests, the top is the same dark black canvass as a BMW/MBZ.
The trunk is custom upholstered, as is the spare tire cover. Open the hood and the engine compartment has some
custom attention and the original 302 V8 has been built to an estimated 395 gross horsepower @ 6000 rpm.
There have many more upgrades, but not enough space to list them here. As a Full Production vehicle, the '71
Convertable is very rare...only 6121 were made.

I enjoy showing it at local car shows and am gratified that it has earned lots of trophies and plaques. A producer
selected it for a 3 minute Ford commercial for the new "Knight Rider" series of last year. If my Mustang is at a
show or event, please stop by and say, "Hello".

Don Donnelly, Member Valley Mustang Club

VMC’s 8th Annual Car Show
Don’t forget that our annual car show at the Rancho Simi Community Park is coming up soon! Be sure to register early for
the show to make sure that you get your spot. If you know of anybody who wants to be a sponsor for our show, please
have them contact us. Our show is proud to support our war veterans.


