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Upcoming VMC Events:
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General meeting April 9 at
Miller’s

Route 66 Poker run, April 18

General meeting May 14 at
Miller’s

Solvang Trip, May 23 - 24

Annual Car Show, June 7

General meeting June 11 at
Miller’s

At our March 12th meeting, we had the pleasure
of having Matt Walker, Paul Rose and

from Trek for Troops come and sing two
songs for us. Their mission is to inspire people to
help make a difference in our severely wounded
veteran’s lives by taking on the challenge of the
Pacific Crest Trail and spreading their message
through music in order to raise money and
awareness for Homes for Our Troops. A charity
that helps ensure we fulfill our obligations to those
who unselfishly serve our Country. For more
information, see www.TrekforTroops.com or
www.homesforourtroops.org.

Scott
Williams

Trek for Troops

Santa Anita Race Track Trip

VMC’s 7th Annual Car Show

2nd Annual B & M Charity Car Show

March 14 had our trip to Santa Anita race track where members of our club were able to park their Mustangs in the inside
field for the day. Spectators came by to vote on the car they liked the most. First place went to Jim Foster, second place
went to Jenny Adler and third went to Chris Mann.

Way to go Julie!! Several of us also won the long shot in the third race
(65 to 1) a horse named Comeandcatchme.

We also presented a Trophy for most Winner's of the day, called the
"Horses Ass Award" and that went to Julie Vashaw.

Don’t forget that our annual car show at the Rancho Simi Community Park is coming up soon! Be sure to register early for
the show to make sure that you get your spot. If you know of anybody who wants to be a sponsor for our show, please
have them contact us. Our show is proud to support Homes for our Troops and Trek for Troops.

Hosted by Oldskool 66 Cruzers, SoCal, this event is on Sunday, April 19, 2009 located at 9142 Independence Ave.,
Chatsworth, California. This show is in memory of Drew Guzman, 1968 - 2008.

Http://www.valleymustangclub.com • A MCA Regional Chartered club • Phone: (818) 618-2136



Here is my story of DABEEST. I purchased my first car from Vista Ford (then located on Roscoe Blvd. near
Owensmouth) back in the summer of 1976. The car was black with a black vinyl top and turquoise color interior. I
installed a Pioneer stereo system (which I bought before I bought my car) soon thereafter. I also installed dual
exhaust and a Holly 600 carburetor. At this time, my car got its name (I got personalized plates). For the first 10
years, I was very diligent about keeping Dabeest clean and waxed. Then came my first accident. Someone made a
left turn into me and hit the left front wheel. I had Dabeest fixed and repainted. After this, I started to get lazy and
Dabeest started to look pretty “worn”.After 19 more years of cosmetic neglect, Dabeest looked awful. I did keep up
on the mechanical maintenance, however, since it was my primary means of transportation. I had to rebuild the
engine only once and the transmission 3 times (not bad for almost 500,000 miles and 30 years). During that time the
only significant addition to Dabeest was a new stereo, which I bought around the beginning of May 2006.

Then came that awful day, May 26, 2006. It started as an okay day, the Friday before Memorial Day weekend and
my birthday. I went to work like normal (ya, I had to work on my birthday, but who doesn't now a days). On my way
home while listening to my new stereo, I was stopped in the Topanga Canyon exit lane on the 118 freeway
westbound at 4:30 in the afternoon waiting for traffic to clear. I then looked up in my rear view mirror just in time to
see a utility truck hit me. I must have turned my wheel at that time because there was only about 3- 5 feet between me
and the car in front of me and I did not hit it. The impact spun me around crossing 4 lanes of traffic, where I ended in
the fast lane facing the wrong way. The officer who came to my aid stated that the approximate speed the truck that
hit me was about 45 mph.And yes, this did cause a “SIG” alert on the 118 freeway. Fortunately for me, I did modify
my exhaust system or there would have been a fire, since the old exhaust pipe ran up and over the back axle and next
to the now ruptured gas tank which was half full at the time of the accident.

My insurance company, not to name names (21 Century), offered me a whopping $1,750.00 for Dabeest.After I
woke up from the shock, I mentioned that I had just recently installed a $400.00 stereo system. They then upped the
offer to $2,250.00. Needless to say, I got an attorney to get a better settlement. The insurance company from the
person who hit me paid me $4,750.00 for Dabeest. I did get my medical expenses and attorney fees paid also. Since
this was the best I could do, I accepted the offer. They also sent me a letter dated February 18, 2007 that I need to file
for a salvage certificate with in 10 days.

After almost a year and a half (after the accident) of trying to find someone to fix Dabeest (and get the remainder
of the money necessary to do so), I came to the Valley Mustang Club (VMC) for some advice. They told me of
Chino'ZAuto Body. He said he would be was able to fix Dabeest.

Initially, I just wanted Dabeest to be made drivable, so when Chino'Z started to work on Dabeest, I went to the
DMV on June 18, 2007 to get a salvage certificate. When I made my request, the person at the DMV stated that no
one has submitted any documentation stating that Dabeest was totaled and that a salvage certificate was not needed.
I then asked “then I can register it without a salvage against the title and all that it implies?” Their response was
“yes”. So, I registered Dabeest, got my tags and left. Thinking that Dabeest was a salvaged vehicle, I cashed
out one of my 401k plans (on Jan. 2, 2008) to have the repairs done right. Since the market has done as well as it has
in 2008, this may not have been such a bad idea. Now, DABEEST looks awesome. I still plan to do more work on it
when I get the money.

On Feb. 18, 2008 I went to theAAAto register Dabeest again (the registration is due in February) but was told that
Dabeest was a “totaled” vehicle. In a nutshell, the insurance company that paid off the accident took over 8 months
(yes, in our computer savvy world) to notify the DMV that Dabeest was a total loss. So now I had to “jump through
hoops” to get Dabeest registered as a salvaged vehicle.

I have now I have insured Dabeest as a collectors car for a more accurate value. I have also entered Dabeest into
two car shows. The first was on June 1, 2008 by the VMC and won 2 in my division and the second was Ponies by
the Sea on October 12, 2008 hosted byTriValley Mustang club and won 1 in my division.

The moral of the story: How much you love your car is not based on how much money you spend on it rather the
amount of money you spend on it that you do not have.
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March Feature car: 1968 Coupe


